
12    January 12, 2013   www.echonewspaper.com.au

Vitaminsafe only available in models NR-BY552XSAU & NR-BY552XWAU.

RIDICULOUSLY FRESH
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perfect conditions to keep all of your fresh produce ridiculously fresh.

Find the new range of fridges at The Good Guys, Harvey Norman, Domayne & Joyce Mayne.
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Awareness campaign for rare blood disorder
ELLENBROOK resident 
Kate Dzienis is taking on 
the New Year by rais-
ing awareness of a little 
known blood disorder 
called Factor V Leiden 
(FVL). 

Diagnosed with the 
condition in 2007 af-
ter a near fatal case of 
deep vein thrombosis 
(blood clots in the legs) 
and pulmonary embo-
lism (blood clots in the 
lungs), Ms Dzienis last 
year set up an online 
support group to fi nd 
others with FVL. 

FVL is an inherited 
disorder of blood clot-
ting and was only dis-
covered as recently as 
the mid-1990s. 

Ms Dzienis said al-
though she has had FVL 
all her life, she never 
had serious symptoms 
until she started taking Kate Dzienis is raising awareness of the blood disorder Factor V Leiden with new silicone 

bands the public can purchase. Photograph – Lise Saxton.

Girl killed in crash
MAJOR crash investigators are seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance with their investigation into a crash 
just after midnight on Tuesday, January 1, which 
resulted in the death of an eight-year-old girl.

Police said a 30-year-old woman was driv-
ing a gold Toyota Echo with her two daughters 
aged two and eight in the back seat.

They were travelling west along the Great 
Southern Highway heading from York towards 
Perth, when about 6km east of Berry Brow 
Road, Wundowie (near Wootatting) the car left 
the road and collided with a big tree, trapping 
the two children in the car.

The RAC Rescue helicopter airlifted the 
three to hospital but the eight-year-old girl died 
enroute.

The woman had serious injuries and her two-
year-old daughter was treated for minor inju-
ries.

It is believed the woman may have veered off 
the road to avoid hitting a kangaroo.

Investigators would like to hear from anyone 
who was in the area and may have seen the 
crash or the vehicle prior to the crash. 

House  targeted 
EAST metropolitan district crime team detectives 
are seeking information from the public to help 
them identify those wanted for questioning in 
regards to two burglaries and stealing incidents 
committed on a home in Ballajura. 

The offences occurred between 8pm Friday, 
December 28 and 6.45pm Saturday, December 
29 and between 6pm Sunday, December 30 and 
9am Monday, December 31.

Detective Senior Constable Dan McLean said 
the offenders had stolen a quantity of cash from 
an Alta Laguna Crescent home on the fi rst oc-
casion and later returned and stolen a number 
of laptops and jewellery.

Men due in court
TWO men will appear in the Joondalup Mag-
istrates Court on Monday after Major Crash in-
vestigators charged them following a fatal crash 
in Bullsbrook on Boxing Day.

A 47-year-old man and a 39-year-old woman 
were killed in the crash about  7.42pm when a 
Jeep Cherokee collided with a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle on Neaves Road.

The motorcycle rider and his female pillion 
passenger both died at the scene.

A 45-year-old Ellenbrook man was charged 
with two counts of dangerous driving occasion-
ing death and failure to stop and render assist-
ance.

A 48-year-old Bullsbrook man was charged 
with an attempt to pervert the course of jus-
tice.

eye on crime

Police want anyone with information 
regarding the above incidents to call 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

contraception. 
“People with FVL 

have a fi ve time greater 
risk of developing a 
blood clot than those 
without,” she said. 

“And because there is 
an internal interaction 
between oral contracep-
tion and FVL, women 
should always tell their 
doctor if there is a fam-
ily history of blood clot-
ting. 

“Having said that, in 
my case no one in my 
family ever suffered 
from blood clots and yet 
here I am with perma-
nent scars on my lungs 
from blood clots and an 
experience with DVT, 
thankful to be alive.  

“The message I’m 
spreading is that even if 
no one directly related 
to you has had clots, 
just be aware of FVL 
and ask the doctor what 
symptoms to look out 
for once you’re on the 
pill so you can present 
immediately to hospi-
tal. 

“I know one person 

who changed her pill 
brand and it was this 
small change that trig-
gered an emergency 
room visit when she 
suffered blood clots to 
the lung, so always take 
note of any changes to 
your body when or if 
you vary pill brands.  

“One brand may work 
for you, another might 
almost kill you.”

Ms Dzienis wants to 
raise awareness by sell-
ing red silicone bands 
she designed and ask-
ing people to don them 
proudly.

“The more people 
who ask, ‘what is FVL?’ 
the more it gets talked 
about,” she said. 

“Blood clotting dis-
eases affect more than 
50 per cent of the adult 
population in Australia 
but the old cliché saying 
that knowledge is power 
holds so true, especially 
in the case of FVL.”

For information or to 
buy a band, visit www.
facebook.com/FactorV-
LeidenMutation. 

More eye on crime on page 19.


